
Civics and Economics

Mr. Bennert

Room 458

kevin.bennert@cravenk12.org

I am here to help in any way that I can. Please email me if you need help or have any questions or

concerns.

WELCOME!

Welcome to Honors Civics and Economics! I look forward to working with each of you and making our

semester a success! The study of Government and Economics are critical in developing an understanding

of the society we all live in. Learning how the government and the economy shape our lives helps us

understand our world and how we can affect change in our society. We CAN be the change we hope to

see in the world and together we will sharpen the tools you will need to make that change.

American History: The Founding Principles, Civics and Economics provides the framework for

understanding the basic principles of American democracy, practices of American government, basic

concepts of American citizenship, and concepts in economics and personal finance. The essential

standards of this course are broken into three standards – Civics and Government, Economics, and

Personal Financial Literacy. The Civics and Government standard helps students to understand the

structure of our constitutional democracy and its principles and values. Additionally, students will

develop the skills necessary to participate as effective and responsible citizens and the knowledge of

how to use our democracy for making decisions and mitigating conflicts. The Economic and Personal

Financial Literacy standards are designed to provide students with an understanding of how economic

decisions are made and to develop the skills needed to make thoughtful decisions about managing

personal finances. Together, these three standards will help to prepare students to become effective

makers of change in an ever-changing world.

My Background/Teaching Philosophy

I was born and raised in New Bern, North Carolina and I am very passionate about this town. My parents

made many sacrifices that have afforded me numerous fantastic educational opportunities and I want to

pass along those experiences to others in a region that I love so much. I believe that all children in this

region deserve an outstanding education that is equal to or greater than that of the rest of the country.

Therefore, I joined Teach for America and was chosen to serve the community of Eastern North Carolina
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at Rocky Mount Preparatory School. I spent two years teaching in Rocky Mount before moving back

home with my wife, who is a graduate of NBHS, to New Bern, where I was appointed to this position.

I firmly believe that all students should have the opportunity to succeed in the classroom. This means

that they all have access to an equitable education, or, in other words, an education that meets the

needs of each individual student. Therefore, I will work with each student to develop a plan to ensure

each scholar can find and maintain success in my classroom.

The basis of our success in the classroom will be a mutual trust between me and the scholars. We will

accomplish this by forming and maintaining meaningful relationships consistently throughout the

semester. Through this trust, students will be more open to learning and willing to take calculated risks in

order to ensure their success.

Every student enters my class with a unique set of skills and experiences. These skills and experiences

will help to shape the dynamic of our classroom. My goal is to reinforce areas of strength for each

student, while helping students to develop in areas where they need growth. I will do this by providing

students with unique ways to access the content and demonstrate knowledge. Students will also be able

to work at a pace that is most beneficial to them. This means accelerating ahead when appropriate and

slowing down when they need more direction. This will all occur in an environment that is safe and

supportive for learners. By attending to each student’s individual needs, each student will have the

opportunity to develop their own unique voice in our classroom that is shaped by skills and experiences.

Each student’s unique voice will help to provide different perspectives and interpretations of the world

we live in as each student strives to become someone who can affect change in our world.

Student Expectations

Let me again reiterate that I am excited to have you in my class! You bring valuable life experiences and

knowledge, which will enrich our classroom and make everyone in our classroom (including yourself)

better. Know that I am committed to working hard to ensure your success in the classroom. Therefore, I

am asking you to commit to your own success in the classroom. “Your effort has much to do with your

success.” In order to be successful, you must take ownership over your own learning. While I will work

tirelessly to provide you the appropriate tools and environment to approach the content, you must be

the one to work relentlessly and to actively engage each and every day.

Second, I call upon you to embrace failure. To quote legendary Duke basketball coach, Mike Krzyzewski,

“Failure is not your destination.” Anyone who was ever successful has failed many times (and continues

to make mistakes and fail). Instead of becoming discouraged, these individuals learned from the failures

and found new ways to approach the problems that they faced. You may find times this semester where

you are struggling. I invite you to embrace this difficulty and together we will think of ways to utilize your

own unique skill set in order for you to overcome and ultimately to achieve success. This “growth

mindset” is essential for helping each and every one of us reach our full potential. Everyday is an

opportunity to improve upon the day before, and everyday we will strive to be better.



Finally, each and everyone one of you needs to embrace and identify the opportunities given to you. As

young men and women, you have the opportunity to be whatever you want to be and to change the

world. In this classroom, you will be exposed to new ideas, cultures, and ways of viewing the world.

These new ideas may challenge your beliefs or help you begin to see things from a new perspective.

Embrace these moments of discomfort or challenge. The world is not black and white and the various

perspectives of others can help you to figure out what you think of the world around you. Once you have

considered the world from multiple perspectives, you will begin to shape your own unique voice. With

this voice, you will be equipped with the tools and knowledge to go out and be a changemaker in the

world.

Parent Expectations:

We must work together as a team to ensure your scholar’s success. Research indicates parental

involvement leads to higher academic achievement and social competence for students; therefore,

collaboration between you and me is crucial for ensuring the success of your child in my classroom.

While I will get to know your scholar over the course of the semester, you are the authority on your

child. You know the most about them and can therefore help me to plan in order to best meet their

individual needs in my classroom. From me, you can expect regular and clear updates about the progress

of your child; quick and decisive contact when problem-behaviors need to be addressed; and positive

phone calls to highlight their successes in my classroom. I firmly believe that parents should not only

hear from me when their child is acting out or struggling since this can lead to distrust and a breakdown

in the relationship between parents and the teacher; therefore,you will hear from me celebrating your

child’s successes in the classroom since all children will have opportunities to be successful! Our

relationship is important for ensuring the success of your scholar!

Please feel free to contact me (email: kevin.bennert@cravenk12.org) with questions, concerns, or for

any updates concerning your child. It is vital to stay in open communication with parents, as well as with

scholars. Additionally, you can request to be an observer in your child’s Canvas course! This is a great way

to keep up with assignments and student progress.

Here is an overview of the units that we will cover this semester:



Unit 1 - Principles of American Democracy

Unit 2 - Structure of Federalism

Unit 3 - Influence of Government

Unit 4 - Citizenship

Unit 5 - The Law and You

Unit 6 - The Free Market and Role of Government

Unit 7 - Trade

Unit 8 - Personal Financial Literacy

What You Will Need For Class

3-ringed Binder (with loose leaf paper for notes)

Pencils

Pens (blue or black ink)

School-issued iPad

Please bring all of the items listed above to my class every day!!

Here are some items that are not required, but they would be great to have in the classroom for

everyone to use.

Kleenex                      Hand Sanitizer Markers/colored pencils Newspapers

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Classroom Expectations - These expectations apply to all who enter our classroom, including myself. I

will hold you to high expectations and I expect each of you to hold me to a high expectation. Together,

we can create a learning environment where everyone feels safe, comfortable, and supported by all.



1: Be Respectful

Please be respectful of the teacher (me), your fellow classmates, school property, class activities,

and yourself. This is not only a rule of the classroom, but of life.

2: Give Effort

Success takes hard work, be ready to give it. Push yourself to excel. I am going to give you

opportunities to succeed; take advantage of them.

3: Be Prepared

The key to success is preparation, be sure to have the necessary materials for class every day.

This is school, you are going to need something to write with everyday.

4: Cell Phones

They should not be out in class.  There is no reason to text anyone during school.  If there is an

emergency, the office will notify you. You will not see me use my cell phone during class either.

5: These expectations are subject to change at the teachers’ discretion.

Missed class/Late work Policy

As a HS student, it is your responsibility to keep up with the class notes and assignments. Assignments

are posted in Canvas on the due date. Late work will not be accepted. If you have a conflict or extreme

circumstance that will keep you from completing an assignment or attending class, let me know

IMMEDIATELY. Informing me after an assignment is due that you were not able to do it is just an excuse.

Once a unit ends, the work for that unit WILL NOT BE ABLE TO BE MADE UP. The ONLY exception to this

is if arrangements are made with me AT LEAST 24 hours before the due date.

Homework Policy

Per Mr. Simmons’ policy, homework must be given EACH and EVERY day that students attend class. That

means students will have homework to complete over the weekend. The amount of homework students

will have will be in direct correlation to how productive we are in the classroom. Homework will be

checked randomly and weekly and will count towards a students’ participation grade in the class.

Grading Policy

● 40% - classwork

● 25% - tests

● 25% - quizzes and projects

● 10% - participation (class participation and homework)



Please tear off the bottom part of this page and return to Mr. Bennert on the first day of class.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

*I, ____________________________ have read the syllabus, understand all that is written, and agree to

follow all rules, expectations, and policies.  I understand that failure to do so may result in disciplinary

action or my grade suffering.

Student signature:_______________________________________________________________

Parent Signature:________________________________________________________________

Parent Email: ___________________________________________________________________

Parent Phone Contact: ____________________________________________________________


